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Supporting Our School Patrols 

 
Each morning, a team of grade 5 and grade 6 students bundle up and head out onto Beaverhill 

Blvd. and take up their patrol posts.  All these students are Shamrock students, and some of these 

students are your children.  As I join them on the sidewalk at 8:20 in the morning, I can’t help but 

admire their dedication and fearlessness; dedication because we have patrols out on Beaverhill 

Blvd. every day, weather permitting, and fearlessness because these same patrols must contend 

with Winnipeg drivers. 

 

Winter in Winnipeg provides the most challenging driving conditions out of all our seasons.  

From poor visibility due to snow or sleet, to black ice and general slippery roads, driving in the 

winter takes caution.  As drivers, we often focus on reaching our destination in a timely manner 

(no one likes being late) but this should not come at the risk of our children.  Reduced speed 

limits in school zones reflect this concern, and school patrols on busy streets provide additional 

support to our children arriving and departing our school. 

 

Drivers have significantly more ‘road experience’ than our patrols and so need to demonstrate 

greater patience.  To reinforce this, please review the following steps (from School Safety Patrol 

handbook) our patrols take before each student crossing: 

• Make sure the driver comes to a full stop; 

• Hold the students back while trying to establish eye contact with the driver; 

 



 

• Look for a gesture from the driver that he/she will remain stopped while students cross; 

• If you cannot establish eye contact with the driver or are unsure whether the driver will 

remain stopped or continue on – hold the students back, and; 

• Don’t forget, drivers sometimes fail to stop or come to a complete stop even at 

intersections that have a stop sign. 

 

That’s a lot of responsibility for 9 to 12-year-old students.  Therefore, please take extra caution 

when driving around our school and especially during the start or the end of the school day.  

Everyone has a destination to get to, let’s make sure our children reach theirs. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Curt Krahn 


